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review of the entire package, including
all proposed individual awards.

801.602-77 Processing solicitations
and contract documents for legal or
technical review—general.

(a) Under 801.602-70 through 801.602—
76, before taking contract action, a
contracting officer must ensure that
any required legal or technical review
or concurrence is complete. Con-
tracting officers shall not award or
sign contracts, task or delivery orders,
blanket purchase agreements, or con-
tract modifications prior to receipt of
the final legal and technical review.
Should the contracting officer disagree
with the advice provided, the con-
tracting officer shall document in the
contract file the reasons therefore and
provide a copy of that document to the
reviewing Office of Acquisition and Ma-
teriel Management office. The con-
tracting officer must fully implement
any accepted review comments as fol-
lows:

801.602-78

(1) Before opening the bid or proposal
for a competitively awarded contract.

(2) Before executing contract docu-
ments for a contract modification or
noncompetitive contract award.

(b) The contracting officer must ad-
vise potential bidders or offerors of
changes made to the solicitation by
issuing an amendment. The con-
tracting officer must give bidders and
offerors sufficient time for evaluation
before the bid or proposal opens.

801.602-78 Processing solicitations
and contract documents for legal or
technical review—Veterans Health
Administration field facilities, Cen-
tral Office (except Office of Con-
struction and Facilities Manage-
ment), the National Acquisition
Center, and the Denver Acquisition
and Logistics Center.

(a) If legal or technical review is re-
quired, the documents listed in Table
801.602-78 must be forwarded for review
and approval as shown therein.

TABLE 801.602-78

Documents

Person forwarding Forward to

(1) Proposed solicitations, quotations, contract-related docu-
ments, and agreements specified in Table 801.602.71 and
in 801.602-72.

(2) Scarce medical specialist and health-care resource solici-
tations, quotations, and proposed contracts (i.e., contracts
to be awarded under the authority of 38 U.S.C. 7409 or
8158) specified in 801.602—73.

(3) Interagency agreements specified in 801.602-74 ...............

(4) Proposed contract modifications, proposed contract modi-
fications for which the contractor takes exception to the ac-
cord and satisfaction language VA specifies, assignment of
claims, changes to clauses, and proposed utility connection
agreements specified in 801.602-75(a)(3) through (a)(7)
and in 801.602-75(a)(9) and (a)(10).

(5) Proposed contract terminations, final decisions, cure let-
ters, show cause notices, disputes, and claims specified in
801.602-75(a)(1) and (a)(2).

One level above the con-
tracting officer.

One level above the con-
tracting officer.

Approving official, contracting
officer.

Appropriate Acquisition Re-
sources Service central or
regional office.

Director, Enhanced Sharing
Program (10FL), VACO.

DSPE, Acquisition Operations
Service.

Contracting officer ... OGC.
Contracting officer ..........cc..... Regional Office of the General
Counsel.

(b) The director of the Acquisition
Resources Service office conducting
the technical review has authority to
determine whether to forward docu-
ments for legal review.

(c) When the contractor takes excep-
tion to the accord and satisfaction lan-
guage VA specifies in a proposed con-
tract modification, the contracting of-
ficer must not sign the modification
until OGC concurs with the language
proposed by the contractor.

(d) The contracting officer either
must fax or send via overnight mail or
e-mail all of the relevant documents on
proposed contract terminations, final
decisions, cure letters, show cause no-
tices, disputes, and claims specified in
801.602-75(a)(1) and (a)(2). OGC will pro-
vide concurrence or comments either
in writing or by telephone. The con-
tracting officer must not sign or re-
lease a document to the contractor
until OGC concurs.
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801.602-79

(e) For any VA contract form subject
to legal review under 801.602-75(a)(8),
the contracting officer must process
the change or revision in accordance
with VA Manual MP-1, Part II, Chapter
4 and any supplements to it (http:/
www.va.gov/publ/direc/benefits/
mplp2chd.hitm).

801.602-79 Processing solicitations
and contract documents for legal or
technical review—Veterans Benefits
Administration.

(a) Contracting officer must ensure
that proposed solicitations, quotations,
contract-related documents, and agree-
ments listed in Table 801.602-71 are re-
viewed by the Office of Resource Man-
agement prior to document execution.
The Office of Resource Management
must request legal review of all these
documents.

(b) Contracting officer must ensure
that proposed solicitations or agree-
ments for guidance center and voca-
tional rehabilitation services are re-
viewed by the Director, Vocational Re-
habilitation and Employment Service,
if there is an anticipated expenditure
of $100,000 or more.

801.602-80 Legal and technical review-
Office of Construction and Facili-
ties Management and National
Cemetery Administration.

An Office of Construction and Facili-
ties Management or National Cemetery
Administration (Construction Support
Division) contracting officer shall sub-
mit all A/E contracts, and all construc-

48 CFR Ch. 8 (10-1-13 Edition)

tion contracts, time extensions, and
modifications, directly to Office of
General Counsel (OGC) for review.

801.602-81 Documents required for
business clearance reviews.

When a bid or offer, proposed con-
tract modification, or proposed lease
requires a business clearance review
under 801.602-76, the contracting officer
must forward the required documents
(see 801.602-84) and the following infor-
mation to the appropriate Acquisition
Resources Service central or regional
office. Office of Construction and Fa-
cilities Management and National
Cemetery Administration (Construc-
tion Support Division) contracting offi-
cers shall forward the documents to
OGC (025):

(a) The date on which award is an-
ticipated.

(b) Results or efforts made to deter-
mine whether the contractor is respon-
sible under FAR Subpart 9.4.

(c) A determination of price reason-
ableness.

(d) An explanation (e.g., the source
selection decision as specified in FAR
15.308) if the contracting officer pro-
poses an award to a contractor other
than the low responsible bidder or of-
feror.

801.602-82 Documents to submit for
legal or technical review—general.
Table 801.602-82 specifies the docu-
ments that must be submitted when a
legal or technical review is required.

TABLE 801.602—-82

Action or document subject to review

Documents to submit

(a) Proposed construction contract

(b) Proposed solicitation or contract for scarce medical spe-
cialist services or health-care resources.
(c) All other proposed solicitations, contracts, and agreements

One copy of each solicitation document, excluding drawings.
Submit not later than the date on which the contracting offi-
cer furnishes the documents to prospective bidders.

One copy of the solicitation or proposed contract and docu-
ments required under VA Manual M-1, Part 1, Chapter 34.
One copy of each document to be used in the contract solicita-
tion or award, and any other document that supports the
proposed procurement action. Submit not later than the date
on which the contracting officer furnishes the documents to

prospective bidders.

801.602-83 Documents to submit for
legal or technical review—contract
modifications.

(a) The documents specified in this
section related to proposed contract

modifications must be submitted to
Acquisition Resources Service for re-
view under one or more of the fol-
lowing conditions:
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